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Welcome!

Nashville Youth 
Design Team

Youth Voice Exhibition



THE TEAM

STARTED IN JULY 2020

15 HIGH SCHOOLERS 
REPRESENTING 

NEIGHBORHOODS AND 
SCHOOLS ACROSS 

DAVIDSON COUNTY



How it 
Works

● Community Research
● Design & Install 

Interventions
● Advocacy for Change



Dream City Workshop



Dream City is a place made for 
youth, where the only limit is 
their imagination. In a Dream 

City, anything can be possible. 
Infinite money? Flying cars? 

Chocolate river? are all things 
that can be a reality in a dream 

city! 

What is a dream City?

Meet the Robinsons 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory



Dream City Workshop

Design a Dream City 
for only youth



Dream City Spaces
• Socializing - A place to be with people and talk with others. 

• Getting energy out - A place to have fun and move freely.

• Being creative - A place where you can think and be yourself.

• Learning - A place to gain knowledge and experience new things.

• Healing - A place where you go to feel better.

• Getting healthy food - A place where you get food that is good for you.
• Living - A place where you sleep and are at home.

• Getting around - A place where you can travel to different places like 

school or home.



Taking from what we have 

learned, create your own dream 

city using the layout above. 

A partir de lo que hemos 

aprendido, crea la ciudad de tus 

sueños con el diseño anterior

Materials

Materiales



• WHAT ARE SOME THINGS YOU HOPE 

TO SEE IN A PERFECT CITY DESIGNED 

ONLY FOR YOUTH? 

• WRITE 3 WORDS TO DESCRIBE YOUR 

DREAM CITY. 

Questions to 
consider

Preguntas a 
considerar
• ¿CUÁLES SON ALGUNAS COSAS QUE 

ESPERAS VER EN UNA CIUDAD 

PERFECTA DISEÑADA SOLO PARA 

JÓVENES?

• ESCRIBIR 3 PALABRAS PARA 

DESCRIBIR LA CIUDAD DE TUS 

SUEÑOS.



What do young 
people like and 

dislike about 
living in 

Nashville?



New Things 
to Do Music Shopping 

Areas



Traffic
Expensive Crime



5.75
out of

10

Average 
Sense of 
Safety 
Score



6.27
out of

10

Average 
Sense of 
Belonging 
Score



Top 5 Changes young people 
would like to see in Nashville

1. Safer
2. More places to walk
3. Good schools for all students
4. Better connections with neighbors
5. Make the city less car-focused



Summer 2023 Focus
Dream City Data 

Analysis & 
Designing



NYDT’s Dream City



Qualitative 
Data Analysis
Thematic coding using 
Quirkos:
● Dream City Presentation 

Transcripts
● Dream City Photos
● Dream City BrightBoard 

(Survey) data



Developed themes and priorities 
for Nashville Youth



Priorities:

1. Transportation
2. Affordability
3. Youth-Centered & Fun places and 

Spaces
4.Safety
5. Closeness & Proximity to Places



Created Infographics



Developed Designs using the data



VOTE  Feedback
And questions

Go to menti.com and 
enter this code:

4153 2847

After the presentations, 
we will ask the audience 

to vote on the project 
they would most like to 

see implemented.



Order of 
Presentations

● Youth-Centered

Spaces

● Transportation

● Affordability

● Proximity to Spaces



Charlie, Uma, Addison

Centennial 
Park 

youth 
center



A priority for young people living in 
Nashville is having access to safe, 
local, entertaining and welcoming 

spaces. They want more youth-geared 
spaces that take into account what they 

value and are accommodating to them 
specifically. They want spaces that help 

them build relationships and meet new 
people. 



Current condition of site



There is not a lot of 
things to do, there is not 
a lot of nature, not a lot 

of space. it seems like 
everything is crammed in 

together
- 13 year-old



32.27%
32.27% of young people in 
Nashville that we surveyed 
said that having new things 
to do is their favorite part 

about Nashville.

30.91%
30.91% of young people in 
Nashville that we surveyed 

said that parks and open 
spaces is their favorite part 

of Nashville



Existing Park Programming Diagram

The existing programming 
of Centennial Park 
includes a lot of flexible 
green space as well as 
areas for kids, sports, 
tourists, arts, and more. 
However, there is no 
space dedicated to teens 
specifically. 



Existing site accessibility

There are parking 
areas as well as an 
existing bus stop 
near our site, but 
there are barely 
any sidewalks



Proposed Site plan
In our proposed site plan, 
we have both active (splash 
pad, games, sports, etc.) 
and passive (library, 
lounging area, art wall, 
graffiti roof, etc.) spaces as 
well as new sidewalks and a 
new crosswalk to keep 
people safer when walking 
to the youth center. 



Context map



I feel like parks are really 
important to me because I 

love walking, running, 
riding my bike, and playing 

games with my friends. I find 
parks very relaxing and fun. 

- 14 year-old



layout of the installation



our goal
Problem we are adressing
There are not specific areas and activities for teens in some of 
Nashville's most popular and accessible parks. There is currently a plan 
to renovate Centennial Park, but there are no additions being made 
that was accommodate teens.

Needs of Young people
A priority for young people living in Nashville is having access to safe, 
local, entertaining and welcoming spaces. They want more youth-
geared spaces that take into account what they value and are 
accommodating to them specifically. They want spaces that help them 
build relationships and meet new people. 

Our solution
Our design will provide a safe space with a variety of activities for teens to hangout in a very central 
area of Nashville. Reclaiming a spot of the park for Nashville's youth will help them feel more 
welcome in the space.



Thank you! 



Cydney, JoSaya, Mia

Transportation
Reimagining Clarksville Pike



Youth in Nashville feel as if  
there aren't enough  
transportation and 

accessibility resources for 
them to be able to get around

The problem:



“Not every space is clean and 
healthy for everybody. not 

everyone has enough food. not 
every place has sidewalks. 

There is not enough trees and 
music and colorful art 

around. Not everyone can 
afford to go to school or do 

other things.” 



67% 
of youth surveyed 

rated traffic as 
something they dislike 

about Nashville



"I use the bus on a daily basis, and it is a struggle 
sometimes. I feel like in comparison to other countries, the 
public transportation could be better. Bus stops are only 

available near public places and for some it is a long 
distance from their homes to the bus stop. The buses are 

not always punctual, and sometimes I have to wait a while 
before they arrive.” - 17 year-old from Southeast Nashville



Before:



Perspective Drawing #1



Perspective #2



site plan 



Closing

Problem Young People Have
Youth want accessible and reliable transportation to and from 
different resources such as schools or grocery stores.

Priority Statement
Young people in Nashville want simple, local, safe, and close 
transportation to move around the city and to common areas. Youth 
want better access to resources and fun spaces. 

Design Solution
This design will make Clarksville pike not only safer but more creative and 
engaging for pedestrians, including youth.



Affordability in 
Nashville 

Alex, Chris, Davion, and Promise



Our Goal
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“no gas money”
-12 year old from Antioch



"I hate when everything is 
so expensive and the 

traffic is so bad, I hate how 
you just have to sit in the 

the traffic"
9 year-old from East Nashville



Youth Notice
Youth in Nashville have noticed 
that transportation is either 
hard to access or it is hard to 
afford the cost of 
transportation

Priority Statement
Accessibility and affordability are two 
words that don’t go together in Nashville, 
and the youth of Nashville want to create 
a Nashville that is both accessible and 
affordable for the next generation.

Our Design 
Concepts:
• Connecting Schools (Bus/Bike/Walk)
• More access to environmental resources
• Parents/Family can explore the neighborhood (Parks, Schools, 

Community Center)
• Easier access for youth to get to their jobs 



Site 
Diagram
This diagram shows all 
of the bus routes and 
schools that are already 
available.



Youth Ways 
Routes
• Bus routes (56 is red & 4 is 

purple)
• Site outline (black)
• Common youth routes (blue)
• Targeted area (gold)



Gallatin Pike Before and 
After



Warner arts elementary 
street view before and 

after



WARner arts elementary 
birds eye view before and 

after



Thank you! 



Revamping Cedar Hill Park
From Lois, Donia, Kailei, and Eseosa 



Priority Statement
Youth value places to have fun that are close to 
them. They want somewhere not far from their 
neighborhood that's safe and has community 
there.



"It is annoying because 
there is not a lot of 

playgrounds in Nashville."
11 year-old from Antioch



Why would we want to 
do this?

Using the quantitative data we gathered 
from our Dream City workshops & 

surveys we found that, out of twelve 
choices; 28% of the youth surveyed 

picked 'wanting more places to walk', 
23% wanted 'more locally-oriented 
events and neighborhood activities' 

and 20% wanted 'more fun things' to do 
for their top 3 changes they hoped to 

see in Nashville.

Pin shows the location of Cedar Hill 
Park in comparison to greater 

Nashville



Intersection and Park Before our Changes 



Diagram of Site 
Location

We chose Cedar Hill Park because there is 
a lot of potential in that area of Nashville 
and it has places that aren’t being used 

making the area quite bare. It is also close 
to multiple neighborhoods, 3 churches (The 
Lord's Friendly Mission Church, St. Luke 
CP Church and Cornerstone Nashville), 

and 4 schools (Bellshire Elementary 
Design Center, Madison Middle School, 
Stratton Elementary, and Hunters Lane 

High School). 



Site Plan 

Our design will add a second play 
area to the park along with editing 
part of Old Hickory Blvd to include 
colorful crosswalks. We intend to 
add a public flower garden, play 

areas, and a large jungle gym, tables 
to sit at and play chess, and a path 

that runs through it. Although 
Cedar Hill already has a playground 
clearly made for younger children, 

it’s small and it ostracizes older 
youth. Our design will be inclusive 

for any age. 



1st Person street View



"I want to go places but I 
never have anywhere to go, 
so I stay home. Locked up, 

and bored."
15 year-old from Green Hills



To get to this park, youth also need 
accessible ways to get there. To 

improve the main road, there needs 
to be more bike lanes, bigger 

sidewalks, and buffers between 
everything. This improvement will 
encourage youth to visit the park 

more frequently.

Site Plan
(Old Hickory Blvd)



Birdseye & Perspective 



The way Design 
Addresses Proximity

We decided to alter Old Hickory Blvd 
because its nearly impossible to cross safely. 

This cuts off youth who cannot drive and 
car-less people from the park. Along with 
being close to 3 churches  and 4 schools, 
which means it's already close to places 

where children and youth socialize. 

Problem Young People See

There is not enough spaces for Youth to gather 
that are close, accessible, and are fun to visit.

Priority Statement

Youth value places to have fun that 
are close to them. They want 
somewhere not far from their 
neighborhood that's safe and has 
community there.

All in All...



Thank you for listening!



Q&A



Vote
Vote on the project you would most like to see 

implemented. This where we will focus our work 
throughout the school year.



Feel free to stick around and 
look at all of our work from 
the summer and create your 

own dream city!

Thank you!



Nashville Youth 
Design Team
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